THE   SA'AR  MENACE

Here the groupings form round ancient hereditary factions
of Hinawi and Ghafari already referred to-'Awamir,
Harasis and Afar belonging to the former, Daru'1 and Albu
Shamis to the Ghafari, but their strife has no echo in the
sands.

The politics of the southern steppe are completely free
from Bin Sa'ud's influence, and the great tribes of Sa'ar,
Manahil, Kathir and Mahra, and the lesser ones of Karab,
Yam, Nahad and Nisiyin are laws unto themselves. The
most powerful single element is the Sa'an With them,
Nahad and Karab may act in concert, while elements of the
others are capable of uniting for a particular raid; but there
is no long and sustained or organised warfare. There
cannot be, for each man has but twenty rounds or so of
ammunition and guards his stock jealously unless he is
making a journey to the coast to sell a camel or two.
Their wars are consequently sporadic with booty as the
end and aim.

The Sa'ar tribe and its allies are to-day the serious menace
to peace in the southern sands. Numerically powerful-
perhaps two thousand rifles-they derive strength from
their remoteness, and have hitherto refused to receive an
embassy from Bin Sa'ud.

1 Daru* and Manahil, supposed to have had a common origin, now by
some odd chance belong (in name) to opposite factions.
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